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PREFACE, 



BY 



THE REV. J. E. N. MOLES WORTH, D.D. 

Having been consulted by Mr. Philp under the 
circnmstances to which his pamphlet refers, his con- 
duct has established strong claims upon my synipathy, 
and led me to introduce his case to general notice 
with my humble testimony. But herein I am in no 
degree responsible for whatsoever arguments he may 
advance. They are entirely his own ; and I men- 
tion this for the pu^ose of declining to take part in 
any controversy upon the subject, having already 
ample demands upon my time. 

On his first interview I felt it my duty to press 
upon him, that as the Church could not regard as an 
accession to ber, nor as a participator of her covenants, 
any who came to her under worldly motives, so 
in the present case she had nothing to offer him but 
tribulation. I advised him to bear in mind what he 
was about to give up ; that even, if he expected to be 
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admitted into holy orders, which was an uncertaintj, 
he must first undergo a probation and training of at 
least two years at a considerable expence — that bis 
prospects after that could be only a curacy of 80/. or 
100/. a year — that I understood his resignation of 
his office would be an abandonment of almost the 
only support of himself and family. All these dif- 
ficulties and trials were obvious. And, being 
determined to hold out no temporal inducements, I 
said I must decline entering upon what he was to do. 
if he should resign, and that the only advice I would 
g^ve was — ^'Go home; reconsider carefully, and 
with earnest prayer, your convictions, and, in a few 
days return to me, before you take any final step. 
If on your return, you find your convictions unshaken, 
and your faith sufiSciently firm to endure the cross 
which is before you, then, as a Christian Minister, it 
will be my duty to bid you take it up and boar it after 
Jesus.^^ He^^said he would do as I directed, but 
added, << I cannot, come what will, remain as I am 



now.'' 



When he returned to me he had resigned his office. 
His salai*y had been one hundred pounds a year, and 
that, with ten pounds a year, which he received from 
another quarter, he is deprived of in consequence 
of acting up to his convictions. He has, in 
the Spirit of the once incredulous apostle, been 
in spite of his reluctant prejudices, overpowered 
by the force of truth, and compelled to cast him- 
self at the feet of Jesus, with the confession— 



I 

._ J 



PREFACE V 

"My Lord and My God ! "* To the Providence of 
his God he has freely committed himself, with his 
wife and family. 

This is at least a sufficient primary evidence of his 
sincerity. I should further add, that the chapel, has 
an endowment amounting to between 70/. and 80/. a 
year, and at the time of its endowment was Preahy* 
terian, but like many others, has been appropriated 
by Unitarians, If therefore he had been inclined to 
retain it, and preach Trinitarian doctrines, it is to be 
doubted whether the present Trustees could have 
ejected him. However, not only was he from hono- 
rable motives averse to such a proceeding, but the 
light which had broken in upon him, was not confined 
to the doctrine of the Trinity. The evils, the un- 
authorized, presumptuous, and ever-changing nature, 
of Dissent had been partially discerned. I felt it my 
duty in the several ihterviews I have had with him, 
to enlarge his prospects on this latter point; to shew 
him its sinfulness, and to instruct him not only in 
what he ought to renounce, but also in what he must 
embrace. I trust that, by the grace of God, the seed 
will not have been scattered upon barren ground. 
Mr. Philp seems to have heard and read with atten- 
tion the subjects put before him. He is, at the time 
I write this, a candidate for Baptism, by which holy 
sacrament, I purpose shortly to admit him into our 
branch of the Catholic and Apostolic Church.f 

* John, XX, 28. 
t Baptized January 15th. 
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But thongb, as fUready stated, I am in no degree 
responsible for the destitution, and difficulties in 
which Mr. Fhilf^s faithfulness has involved him, and 
though I would not hold out any promise to allure 
him into the Church, I cannot behold him and his 
family suffering the loss of nearly all for the truth, 
without feeling a desire, and a confidence that many 
will participate in that desire, to afford him a refuge 
from the storm« 

I have therefore set on foot a subscription to main- 
tain him, and to defray the expences of his education 
at St. Bees College, in Cumberland, for two years; 
when it is to be hoped, that he may be admitted into 
holy orders, in the diocese of Chester. A sum of not 
less than 2001. will be required for this purpose. 

A Committee, whose names are subjoined, will 
apply any donations, which may be forwarded either 
by post-office order, or to the account of the 
''Treasurer of Mr. Philp^s Committee,^^ at the 
Bochdale Bank of Messrs. Fentons^ «& Roby. — 
The London agents of that Bank, are Messrs. 
BabgIiAT & Co., Lombard-street. 

Committee* 
THE REV. DR. MOLESWORTH, 

VICAB OF ROCHDALB. 

REV. J. W. INCHBALD, 

INCUMBENT OF ST, MART'S. 

REV. W. J. ffARRINGTON, 

INCOMBENT OF ST. JAMES'S. 

James Deabdek, Chas. Buttebwobth, 

T. ff. Deabden, Abm. Bbiebley, 

John Roby, T. Holden. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Having for four years^ in the capacity 
of a Minister^ given public countenance 
to a set of opinions which are commonly 
distinguished by the name Unitarian^ and 
being, now convinced that I have been in 
error; I deem it my duty to state before 
the public the reasons which hate contri- 
buted to effect my change of sentiments. 
I have already, from the pulpit, openly 
avowed ati alteration in my doctrinal views> 
declared my belief that tlie father is God, 
the Son is .God^ and the Holy Ghost is 
God, and have resigned the charge of my 
Congregation. 

. IJtitder.the impression that it will be 
expected, of me that I should give the 
reasons for my' change a ivider circulation, 
I bttve prepared a brief statement of the 
prinoipjEir argumients . which haVe influ- 
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enced my mind; wishing it to be parti- 
cularly observed that, it is not by the 
force of any one of those arguments, but 
by the combined evidence of the whole 
that my conviction has been established. 

The chief ground on which, humanly 
speaking, I rest my present position, is 
this: I adopt a different principle of 
interpretation from that which I had pre- 
viously employed. I assume that the 
Scriptures are an infallible rule of faith, 
that they are a standard of higher appeal 
than reason, and that whatever they con- 
tain is to be implicitly believed. 

I was formerly averse to the recognition 
of mysteries in revelation, I am now con- 
vinced that it does contain mysteries. I 
admit the force of Bishop Butler's argu- 
ment, who contends that, as the God of 
nature is the author of revelation, so it 
may be expected that there should be 
mysteries in revelation as well as in nature. 
Dr. Pye Smilh, in his " Scripture Tes- 
timony to the Messiah," has convinced 
me of the faUacious mode of reasoning 
employed by Unitarians in explaining the 



INTRODUCTION. g 

attributes ascribed to Jesus as only figura- 
tively appUed^ and the allusions of the 
apostle Paul to the Atonement^ as the 
mere language of accomodation. 

Other Trinitarian writers have con- 
vinced' me that the title Unitarian^ is 
erroneously assumed^ that those who em* 
ploy it claim thereby the sole belief in the 
divine Unity^ which however is equally 
admitted by Trinitarians^ whose belief is 
not that there are three Gods^ but only 
one. 

Since my change of opinions^ I have 
given diligent attention to some excellent 
works which I have been enabled to 
peruse through the kindness of the Ber. 
Dr. Molesworth; and I am fully con- 
vinced that the articles and creeds of the 
Church of England contain a Catholic and 
true interpretation of the sacred writings. 

I think it due to that gentleman to 
acknowledge that^ I have received from 
him the kindest the most courteV>us and 
Christian treatment ; that he has advised 
me, with the greatest caution^ not td com- 
mit myself to any doctrines or to any 



4tfieif>linre witboiul; a prt;yerfol and careful 

' PobUo jrumaury mhidhy unfortunately^ is 
not biased by Ae most . Christian princi- 
ciples, has hinted thati h$lv^ been allured 
to ih^ Church < by offevf^ ib( a temporal 
charactoTt But, so far from holding out 
a$iy 6ach kictuoejoi^nts/ the Doctor, in 
particular^ haa .declaired to* me in the 
m^at solemn mauner/ that h^ should 
cbnsider that I cgnumitted a sin in leaving 
Unitarianism, erroneous though he deem- 
:e4 ity Ui)le$s' I tr^re influenced by the 
puv^^st and most woetfay motives. God is 
:ipy judjgehoW'far thisis the case, and I 
trust J caii say, "m&t the iitmpst sincerity, 
ihat janty- . chief desire i^ to- serve Him 
fa|thfuUy> and to be a worthy follower of 
ila^ Lamb Ihat was slain for our traiisgres- 

; Qbfec«i^ have beea. made by some 
pennons oin account of the apparent ; sud- 
denness pf my change. The 0i}ly reply I 
can at present make to such .. obj^^ctions 
is> that the declaration of my altered 
sentiments was certainly sudden and un- 
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(e^pebtjed, ; but (the change^ itself has been 
one of grodiiiEj fonnation. It is not usual 
ivit]^ persons \?hbse ,ininds are in a tran- 
jsition .;8tate to give publicity to the 
doul^ts and fears ^hich disturb them, 
they wait until, tbieir minds are more 
settled ; and they must always be open to 
imputations of this kind whenever they 
are courageous enough publicly to avow 
their convictions. 

I am desirous that this communication 
to the public should be as brief as possible, 
both because it may be more extensively 
read, and likewise from my not being 
altogether in a frame of mind to make a 
long and elaborate statement. I may, at 
some future time, take an opportunity to 
state my views more fully, for the present 
I shall confine my considerations to the 
Person of Christ. As to my belief on 
other points of revelation, these may be 
inferred from the admission which I have 
already made. 

The time allowed me for this publica- 
tion will not admit of. my going into any 
controversial arguments on the subject. 
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All that I shall attempt to do will be to 
lay down the fiindamental principles upon 
which I have acted: principles which^ if 
applied to other points of belief^ will 
clearly indicate that those orthodox yiews 
which I was wont to consider as mere 
stubble^ are really based on a Scriptural 
and solid foundation, 

G. W. PHILP. 



Casilemere, Rochdale, 
January y 1843. 



CONSIDERATIONS 



ON THE 



PERSON OF CHRIST. 



^'What think ye of Christ"?* inquired 
the Saviour of the captious Scribes and 
Pharisees who had assembled together 
for the purpose of perplexing him with 
a multitude of questions. He demanded 
of them in wh^it sense King David could 
call Christy Lord^ seeing that he could not 
be a subject to one born so many centuries 
after. The Pharisees might, if they had 
chosen, have answered that, it often 

* Matt, xxii^ 43. 
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occurred that a son was superior to a 
father in point of rank ; and that Messias 
would be far superior to David in as much 
as he would be recognized as the greatest 
of kings. But it happened that the mul- 
titude were present who had^ a few days 
before^ saluted Jesus as the Messiah : and 
Jesus had taught them^ in the form of a 
parable, that he was the Messiah, and that 
God would severely punish their impiety. 
Wheni therefore, Jesus suggested to them 
the unwelcome inference of his question, 
his pertinacious, but offended opponents, 
thought it best to observe silence on the 
subject and to question him no further. 

"What think ye of Christ"? This is 
the important question I propose to myself 
to answer. Were I to respond to it in 
general terms, I should reply that, I think 
of Christy and consider myself, bound to 
thinks precisely what the scriptures de- 
clare respecting him. I have hitherto 
been accustomed to regard the Saviour as 
perfectipn in a hiunan form, as a complete 
illustration of human excellence. To this 
view alone was I limited ; and for reasons 
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easily to be assigned. Until lately^ I have 
allowed myself, being swayed by th^ pre- 
judices of education, to take but one view 
of the subject;' and, by a partial cottrse 
of reading, which I am ashamed to confess, 
have neglected evidence of an opposite 
kind and assumed a certain position which 
upon more impartial investigation^ I think 
I have discovered to be a falsie one. I have 
been accustomed, from this circumstance, 
to consider that, the imitableness of 
Christ's character rested entirely on the 
humanity of his nature ; and that, to ad- 
mit him to have a divine together with a 
human nature, would be to deprive us 
of an example, since the immitation of it 
would be beyond our power. This pre- 
judice, for such I consider it to be, has 
operated very strongly on my mind. I 
have some time had a fiiint idea that this 
reasoning, after aU, was fallacious ; for it 
occurred to me, we are exhorted to aim 
at perfection. *^ Be ye therefore perfect 
as your Father who is in heaven is per- 
fect." Now here an example is proposed 
to us obviously beyond our complete 



10 ON THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 

imitation^ and yet we are required to take 
it for a pattern. Where then, I would 
ask, lies the objection to the inimitable- 
ness of Christ's character in the circum- 
stance that, though he was perfect man, 
he was at the same time perfect God ? 
I find that Trinitarians are as firm believers 
as Unitarians in the humanity of Christ, 
and that both parties must have their sym- 
pathies most closely allied to that human 
nature ; only there is this difference be- 
tween the two ; that whilst the one adores 
the condescending love of God in taking 
that nature upon him for our instruction 
and guidance, and feels under infinite 
obligations for this to the supreme Being ; 
the other discredits this amazing fact and 
feels no such obligation at all. 

The argument, by which I persuaded 
myself that the character of Christ was 
alone imitable on the supposition of his 
being merely a man, I have long consid- 
ered to be inconclusive ; and yet, such was 
the difficulty I felt in surrendering what I 
thought to be an important position, that 
I could not bring my mind to admit even 
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its own conclusions, still less to act upon 
them. I struggled against this and still 
went on maintaining my peculiar senti- 
ments, until conviction flashed across my 
mind : one position after another was 
given up, until, I trust I can say, that 
with that divine aid which I have frequent- 
ly implored, the battle of faith has been 
won. Nothing has had so much influence 
on my mind, or effected so great a change^ 
as the admission that the Scriptures alone 
are an infallible rule of faith. I will not 
do that injustice to Unitarians to say that 
they do not admit the same rule : at least 
they believe that they do so. But the 
liberty which, as it now seems to me, is 
taken by them with the sacred text, is, in 
my weak judgment, inconsistent with such 
an axiom. So many passages are regarded 
as spurious, so many expressions pro- 
nounced to be figurative ; so much is the 
judgment, and in some instances the con- 
sistency of the inspired penmen called in 
question, that, to admit all which they 
assume, would make it very difficult in- 
deed to ascertain what it is that the Scrip- 
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tures really do say of Christ. However 
I am determined to take up this question 
on independent ground. I shall not go 
to the critic or the scholar for information. 
I shall imagine myself a plain reader^ and 
ask : what is the obvious construction to 
be put on the declarations of Holy Writ. ? 

I have come to this conclusion that^ if 
the Scriptures speak one language to the 
learned and another to the unlearned ; 
if a set of truths are there revealed to 
the one and hidden from the other^ the 
Bible is by no means a book to be entrust- 
ed to the ordinary reader, and cannot be, 
as it professes to be, so simple that ^^A 
way-faring man though a fool need not err 
therein.'' — What then, I would ask, do 
the Scriptures declare respecting the 
person of Jesus Christ ? 

First. — ^let us consult some of the Old 
Testament Writers. When Jesus put 
the question to the Pharisees "What think 
ye of Christ ? — whose son is he7 '^ they 
replied "The son of David.'' Jesus sub- 
joined "How then doth David in spirit 
call him Lord, saying, ^^The Lord said 
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unto my Lord^ ait thou on my right hand^ 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool?'' 
Here the Saviour refers them to the ex. 
Psalm, the language of which he evident- 
ly considers descriptive of himself as the 
Messiahs 

** The Lord said nnto my Lord, sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of 
Zion : rale thon in the midst of thine enemies. Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in 
the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morn- 
ing; thou hast the dew of thy youth. The Lord 
hath sworn and will not repent, thou art a priest for 
erer after the order of Melchizedek. The Lord at thy 
right fiand shall strike through kings in the day 
of his wrath. He shall judge among the hea- 
then, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies : he 
shall wound the heads over many countries. He 
shall drink of the brook in the way ; therefore shall 
he lift up the head.^' 

The attributes here ascribed to Christ, 
are those of Lord, Immortal Priest and 
Conqueror. Without quoting the pas- 
sages at full length which may be referred 
to in the Bible ; — ^it will be sufficient to 
give references to them and to state what 
are the titles which they contain as descrip- 
tive of the Messiah. 
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Pa99age9. TUka. 

Uaiah, vii, 14. Christ is hbbb styled Im- 

MAKU — BL. (God with US.) 

** IX, 6; 7. Thb wokdbbful Counbbl- 

LOB, MiaHTv God, Evbb- 

LASTING FATHEB,PBINCB 

* OT Pbacb. 

** XI, 1 — S. Thb Offspbing of Jbsse. 

'< XL, 3 — 11. Jbhovah, Thb Satiotjr 

and Shbphebd. 

** XL. 1 — 4. Bbloyed Sbbvant of God, 
Jeremiah, xxiii, 5, 6. Jehovah oub bightbous- 

NESS* 

, Zeoh. vi, 12, 13. Restobeb, Pbiest, Head 

OF thb Chubch. 

^ XII, 8 — 10, PiBBCBD BT the PEOPLE 

OF Jebusaleh. 

Mai. Ill, 1 . Mebsengbb of thb Cove- 

nant. 

These are a few of the many quotations 
that might be made respecting the Mes- 
siah. They are contained in the Old 
Testament and referred to in the New, 
by which one may naturally infer that the 
titles there set forth are designed to be 
descriptive of the person of Christy for 
nothing can be more evident than tiiat 
Christ is the Messiah there spoken of. 

* It has been triamphantiiy saiiL by Unitariazu that tl^e title 
Jehondi Is never appliea to Gnrist and that it always means God 
the Father. Here is a plain fiict to the contrary. The Hdl>rew 
Torsion Is /ehorah. 
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There are various ways in which Uni- 
larians dispose of the argument to be 
derived from these prophecies. First 
they are very sceptical as to their having 
any reference at all to the Messiah. There 
may be many Unitarians who will receive 
these prophecies as referring to Ghrist;- 
but I have a very distinct recollection of 
the impression produced on my mind du- 
ring my Theological course of preparation 
for the ministry. Most of these prophe- 
cies were thought to refer not to Jesu» 
but to some other distinguished person 
who lived in those times. Nor was the 
fact that these passages were referred to 
by the New Testament writers considered 
of sufficient evideric6> to th^ contrary. 
No, this difficulty was resolved by suppos- 
ing that they merely applied them by way 
of accommodation^ that, having no other 
writings from which they could make 
quotaticms, the Evangelists or the Apostles 
employed such passages taken from tW 
Old Testament, not by way of direct testi- 
mony, but as illustrations of the subject 
before them, as a kind of happy resem-* 
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blance, such as might fascinate the minds 
of their readers or hearers, and serve to 
produce conviction. Some Unitarians 
have dared to say that the New Testament 
writers, the Evangelists and Apostles, 
might have supposed that such passages 
referred to Christ, but they were influen- 
ced by JetJoUh prejudices and mistaken on the 
subject 1 even our Lord himself has been 
supposed to fall into this error. Let me 
no longer be deluded by such sophistries 
as these. What is the tendency of such 
suppositions, but to sap the foundation of 
revealed truth and to destroy both the 
authenticity and credibility of the sacred 
writings ? 

Again, in the prophecies to which I 
have referred, we find two classes of titles 
ascribed to Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 
One divine, the other human. Now the 
inference which theUnitarians draw from 
this is that, the human only can be believ- 
ed, the divine, must be accounted for in 
some way or other. First, the divine 
attributes are accounted for on the suppo- 
(Bition of their being figuratively applied 
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to Christ ; and this for two reasons. The 
oriental writers were very fond of eniploy- 
ing figures and hence might indulge their 
peculiar propensity in reference to this 
subject. Again^ they might apply these 
titles to Christ on account of his office, 
his high commission from heaven and the 
distinguished honour which that commis- 
sion would confer. 

In reply to this I would merely ask, 
is it likely that the Divine Being would 
permit those whom he employed to com- 
municate such important truths to the 
world ; to make use of a kind of language 
which would in any age or country convey 
such opinions? If so, are the Scriptures 
plain communications, are they not calcu- 
lated to mislead ? — To style the Messiah 
God, Jehovah, Everlasting, would, if these 
titles be not properly applicable to him, 
have the tendency to encourage idolatry ; 
— than which nothing is more contrary to 
the purpose of the sacred writers. 

Besides, who is competent to decide 
whether these titles are figurative or no ? 
Certainly not the learned, for they are at 
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Tariance on the suligect. And even could 
human ingenuity. give a plausible reason 
•for the figurative interpretation^ is the 
prunft facid evidence which the Scriptures 
offer to the ordinary reader to be sub- 
verted hy the sapping and mining of the 
critic ?' 

. The . Unitarians are disposed to receive 
the human titles as the representation of 
Christ to the exclusion^ or explaining 
awaj^ of ihe divine titles ; because it 
would jseem impossible that the two natures 
should subsist and unite in one. They 
can understand what a man is — ^they^ can- 
not understand wliat a God-man can be^ 
and therefore they will not believe it. 
Let us examine these objections. Unila- 
rians profess to be able to understand 
how a man can be inspired and receive a 
divine commission^ and this is all they can 
bring their minds to believe respecting 
Christ What presumption is this ! Can 
we imderstaJid what it is to be inspired 
and to receive a divine commission ? I 
trow not Ask an inspired mortal what 
it is^ and he may convey to you some faint 
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idea of mbat it is to receive into the mind 
an awfol and majestic communication from- 
above. And much do I doubt if ever he- 
could convey to another any thing like ihe 
impression which he feels on his own mind. 
If any one will only relBect on the diffi- 
culty^ nay the impossibility^ of a finite 
uninspired mind^ conceiving of the nature 
of a direct communication from God ; — 
I think he-will not be unprepared to sup- 
pose at least that tilie second mystery is 
possible : that God, — ^that the Great Sipirit 
of the universe should intimately and indis- 
solttbly unite himself with with a human 
form. Unitarians disbelieve the divinity of 
Christ because they cannot understand it; 
and therefore deem it impossible, and a 
mystery not to be believed. Trinitarians 
acknowledge the divinity of Christ with-! 
out considering it necessary tounderstand 
it; and deem it not impossible since b31 
things ave possible with God. Unitarians, 
of two classes of titles admit the lesser 
and reject the greater ; because the former 
only can be rationally accounted for. 
Trinitarians whilst they admit the lesser- 
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cannot reject the greater — because they 
are both on Scriptural authority, and may 
both be reconciled by the doctrine of two 
natures^ to which they have no objection 
on the ground of its being a mystery. 

2ndly. — What were the opinions of the 
Jews respecting the Messiah? It is 
considered by the Unitarians a presump- 
tive evidence against the Trinity, and 
against the Deity of Christy that the Jews 
knew nothing of such doctrines. With- 
out going much into this argument — all 
that I have to reply is that the Jews were 
not competent judges. They expected 
in the Messiah a temporal Prince and 
anticipated many things concerning him 
which we know were never realized. It is 
possible that the prophets even including 
St. John the Baptist, did not know what 
would be the precise nature and dignity of 
the Messiah. Men may speak as the 
spirit gives them utterance without know- 
ing the purport of the words they utter. 
Their language may have a hidden mean- 
ing which may be designed for future ages 
to explore. Revelation on this^ as on many 
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other subjects^ is perfectly analogous with 
nature ; and as in nature certain laws and 
principles gradually unfold themselves to 
mankind as their perceptive powers are 
enlarged, so the divine word may convey 
to a future generation that intelligence 
which a present age fails to discover. 
Life and immortality were fully brought 
to light in the Gospel whilst they were 
but dimly perceived under the Mosaic 
dispensation. 

Third. — What descriptions do the New 
Testament writers give of the person of 
. Christ. 

I should prolong this work to a greater 
extent than I am desirous of doing, were 
I to quote all the passages descriptive^ of 
Christ. I might almost rest satisfied with 
making this general remark upon them; 
— they accord with the prophecies in as 
much as they apply two distinct classes of 
titles to him ; — divine and human. The 
same remarks are applicable to these as 
were made respecting the former. The 
only way in which the two classes of titles 
can be reconciled is by believing that he 



^28 OTS THE PEB90N OV CHBISTv 

possessed two natures-^vine and human. 
An Unitarian writer^ who professes to 
examine the books of the New Testament^ 
to observe what they teach respecting the 
person of Jesus Christy after shutting his 
eyes to the divinity as exhibited in the 
three first Gospels^ and concluding that 
they contain no testimony to that effect ;— is 
obliged to admit thus much in reference to 
certain passages in St John's Goi^l: he 
thus remarks. 

'^ Before we proceed, however , it will not be im- 
proper to notice certain expressions contained in 
this Gospel> favourable to the doctrine of the pre- 
existence of Jesus, which is the Arian opinion con- 
oeming him. The passages are these : 

Chap, I. '^ No man hath seen G-od at any time/^ 
''The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.^ 

^ He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not^ 

Chap. IIL ''And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven : even 
the Son of Man which is in heaven.^ 

" He that cometh from heaven is above all : and 
what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth.^ 

Chap. TI. '' What, and if ye shall see the Son of 
Man ascend up where he was before? ^ 
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<<For the bread 'of God is be wbiob^sometbdown 
from beaven^ and givetb life unto the world.^ 

'' Not that any man hath seen the Father, save be 
trhich is of God, he hath seen the Father.^ 

Chap. VIII. *' Jesus said unto them, verily I 
say mlto yon, Before Abtabdun iras, I am.** 

GfiAP. X. . ^'As the Father knowetfa me^ even so 
know I the Father.** 

Chap. XII. ^He that seeth me, seeth him that 
sent me.** 

Chap. XVII. « and now O Father, glorify thou 
me, with thine own self, with the glory wfaich I had 
with thee before the world was.** 

.'^Itmnstbe acknowledged,** be adds, ''that, the 
tenonr of this Gospel is different from the other 
three; Christ speaks of himself in a more sublime 
and mysterious manner : and bis words seem to im- 
ply at least his pre-existence. It has been observed, 
and asX^think not unfairly that, if these expressions 
must be lowered down to signify no more than the 
unitarian Christian is disposed to allow them to 
mean, plainness of speech is not a feature, of this 
Gospel. On the other [hand it is remarkable,** (a 
most erroneous assumption) ^' that nothing of this 
tendency can be discovered in the three preceding 
Gospels nor in the Acts of the Apostles. The doc- 
trine also seems io be contradicted by the general 
tenour of Scripture, which frequently and plainly 
represents our Lord to have been exalted as a re- 
ward for his conduct and suffering.** 
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So that the writer of the aboye^ and he is 
but a sample of many who think with him^ 
had rather consider the sacred writings 
as full of contradictions^ than admit the 
only hypothesis which solves the difficulty ; 
i.e. that the Messiah^ was both human 
and divine. Must not he be prejudiced 
who could see no more in these passages 
than the doctrine of Christ's pre-existence ? 
What are we to understand by the 
passage in Chap. x. ^^As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father." 
Is the Son's knowledge of the Father 
equal to the Father's knowledge of the 
Son ? If so, then what is there here but 
the doctrine of the equality of the Son 
with the Father? 

III. What does Christ say of himself? 

It seems to me that our Lord speaks of 
himself in language which would utterly 
be inconsistent but for the hypothesis of 
the two natures. How else are we to re- 
concile such opposite statements as these ? 

"I and my Father are one." 

^^ My Father is greater than I." 

Peter said unto him, 
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^'Thou knowest all things" and* this 
Jesus did not contradict. And yet on one 
occasion he said ^^ of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man^ not even the Son." 
And there are many other passages of like 
contrast^ which may all be explained on 
the supposition that he speaks of himself 
at one time as a divine, at another as a 
human being. It will be remembered 
that he said on one occasion : ^^no man 
hath seen the Father" and on another 
occasion : ^^ He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father." This appears to me 
to solve the difficulty. No man had seen 
the Father alone, but only in the combi- 
nation in which he was manifested in the 
person of Christ. So that Christ could 
both say ^^no man hath seen the Father" 
i. e. the Father by himself. And ^^ He 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father " 
i. e. hath seen the Father in connection 
with me. 

To say as Unitarians do, that Christ 
meant that he exhibited the Father only 
in a moral and spiritual sense, is to refine 
away the statement, to bring it down to a 
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mere common-place remark conveyed in 
language calculated to misliead. 

Understand the words of scripture in 
their obvious sense^ and it becomes evi- 
dent that Jesus was the Son of God ; 
the offspring of the Eternal ; and that he 
partook of the natural equality of a Son 
to a Father^ being of the same natui^e 
a Divinity,— a God. 

There is a diversity of opinions among 
the Unitarian body^ as to the doctrine of 
the pre-existence of Christ. Some be- 
lieve that he did exist previous to his 
appearance on Earth. But they all 
conclude that the very relation of Father 
and Son implies a priority in point of 
time with respect to the Father^ and 
proves that the Son must have existed 
subsequently^ must be created^ dependent^ 
inferior. Reason as we may^ the Son of the 
Eternal must be himself eternal ; we may 
not be able to comprehend it ; — ^but this 
» no argument to the contrary. ^^ As the 
Father hath life in himself^ so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself;" 
The greatest difficulty in reference to the 
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doctrine of Christ's equality ^ith the 
Father^ is to conceive how an e^ality 
cafi' be imparted ; but so it is distinctly 
stated: — for no truth is more obvious 
upon the face of the Scriptures than that 
God made his Son in all respects equal 
t<x himself; yet reoMn again has been 
employed to shew that this was impos- 
sible with God. Where is there room 
forjinih with those who employ reason in 
such an arbitrary manner ? It is. not un- 
likely that when we are freed from the 
flesh and have additional capacities im^ 
parted to us^—- *that what we now deem so 
difficult will then become plain. Even 
in this worlds we might rid ourselves of 
many obstacles ta our faith^ if we would 
only endeavour to divest our minds of 
prejtulice, and submit to be guided simply 
by the Law and the Testimony. 

I would now offes some remarks on the 
moral tendency of Unitarianism. I mean? 
not to speak of its effects on private life^ 
for if its merits were to be so judged^ a 
more favourable opinion might be formed 
of it than^ as a system^ it deserves. There 
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is no deficiency in the Unitarian body, 
as compared with other denominations^ 
either in honest integrity and general 
correctness of conduct, or in their public 
endeavours to promote the social welfare 
of mankind. But they confine their views 
too much to this world, and make too 
little provision for a future. They have 
extravagant ideas of the perfectibility of 
human nature, and keep out of view the 
solemn and humiliating truth which the 
Scriptures so plainly disclose: that man 
is a sinner, and that religion is designed 
more especially to meet his wants as a 
sinner. Hence we may account for their 
general indifference to prayer as a means 
of grace. There are exceptions among 
them, but I speak of the body. Their 
religion, instead of being a quickening 
principle, is rather a cold system of phi- 
losophy, having no cohesion nor zeal 
among its professors ; leaving what they 
call truth to make its own way, and neg- 
lecting the means whereby they might 
promote the glory of- God and the salva- 
tion of souls. 
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There is a more serious aspect in ivhich 
this subject is to be viewed^ and which, 
to be fafthful, I cannot conceal. I mean 
the sceptical tendency of the doctrine of 
Unitarianism. From all that I have been 
able to observe of it, it is a system of nega- 
tion, the limits of which can scarcely be 
defined ; but the result of which is, alas ! 
too frequently, a denial of all that truth 
which is peculiar to revelation. Not to 
judge others, I can truly say, that my own 
mind has been reduced to such a state of 
doubt, that I have looked upon one half, 
or perhaps more, of the Bible, as little 
better than fable ; certainly as containing 
a very great admixture of the fabulous. 
The history of the fall of man, I have 
regarded as an allegory: a pictorial re- 
presentation of the introduction of sin: 
a beautiful specimen of the philosophical 
aspiration of some intellect in a barbarous 
age. The history of the flood, I have 
looked upon as a tradition, containing 
some truth with much exaggeration. The 
crossing of the Red Sea, I have resolved 
into a natural phaenomenon. Many mira- 

c 
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cles I have concluded to be either alto- 
gether without credibility, or to have 
their foundation in the tendency of the 
human mind to ascribe natural occur- 
rences to a marvellous origin. The ut- 
most stretch of my faith went no further 
than this : that God raised up great and 
good men in different ages of the world 
to instruct mankind. That they were 
all moral teachers, and that Jesus, the 
greatest of them, was a good man, inspired 
in some respects, but at times uttering 
the language of a Jew, and influenced by 
Jewish prejudices : that he was an exam- 
ple of moral excellence, that he died a 
martyr to the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness, and that he was raised from the dead 
as a pledge of future life to all who imi- 
tated his example. But the doctrine of 
man's natural depravity, and the necessity 
for an atoning sacrifice, I have been in- 
duced to think ^^ a libel on the Deity." 
I could not perceive that beautiful con- 
nection which the unprejudiced mind 
must evidently discover to subsist be- 
tween the Old and New Testament. I 
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could perceive no types in the former; 
no shadowing forth of future evente ; no 
great and precious promises fulfilled in 
the latter. Reason^ reason was in the 
ascendent And O ! how truly and peni- 
tently can I say^ that I by wisdom knew 
not God. Thankful am I to my Heavenly 
Father that^ although my mind was tend- 
ing towards infidelity^ my soul had no 
desire thereto. But it was not until I 
could cherish an implicit faith that I felt 
myself in any way protected from the 
dangerous consequences of unbelief. 

Most alarming have been the senti- 
ments that have recently been uttered 
and published by Unitarian preachers ; 
and equally alarming the articles that 
have appeared in the Unitarian periodi- 
cals. Articles on Inspiration^ Miracles, 
the Evidences of Christianity and similar 
subjects, which, if not written by Uni- 
tarians, were published under the auspices 
of men styling themselves such ; and in 
publications professedly designed to con- 
vey their opinions. 

Perhaps it has been, in some degree, a 
fortunate circumstance to me, that such 
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opinions have been expressed^ for it has 
led me to shrink M^ith horror from the path 
to ivhich they tend : to reflect more seri- 
ously on my own state of mind^ and to 
enable me^ I trusty to lay aside every 
weight and every prejudice which pre- 
vented my embracing that faith which the 
Scriptures were designed to establish. 
Yes^ I repeat^ to the Bible must we go as 
the only source of infallible instruction. 
How dangerous are the following senti- 
ments from one of the Unitarian peri- 
odicals^ "The Christian Teacher'* for 
October : — 

** The first condition of a virtuous life (according 
to the established notion) is a right faith: no one 
can be a Christian who does not receive the Bible 
as a book of Inspiration; the first step, therefore, 
in the proposed reform of life, is to believe the 
Scriptures to be the word of God. Here I cannot 
help to observe, that if the most wicked and per- 
verse ingenuity had been employed in devising a 
means to choke the earliest longings of n naturally 
good heart, after every virtue whose name is insepara- 
bly (and I will add rightly) attached among us to 
Christianity, it could not have discovered a more 
effective as well as insidious method, than the demand 
of this previous condition. At the present stage of 
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oar civilization, every page of the Old Testament, 
and many of the New, must inevitably raise a swarm 
of donbts in every free and healthy mind/^ 

Another extract from the same : 

** There will be neither peace, nor regular pro- 
gress in the pursuit of a moral and religious truth, 
until the idea of a permanent divine oracle be totally 
banished. A steady progress can only be secured 
to mankind by the diffusion of Mental Philosophy, 
which will finally convince men that heaven has 
granted them only one source of Spiritual know- 
ledge. — God^s light within them, in the character of 
Reason. Any system of Christianity which does not 
stand upon this foundation is false and mischievous.^* 
— From a paper ''On Inspiration and Miracles.*^ 

Is there not here the rankest infidelity^ 
The idea of a ^^ right faith" is made an 
object of ridicule. The inspiration of 
the Bible is denied ; and the vilest motive 
imputed to those who claim the inspira- 
tion as a first principle. The extravagant 
notion of human perfectibility is set forth 
in the words " the earliest longings of a 
naturally good heart,'' &c. ^^ Civilization" 
is thought to be a plea for doubt; the 
Bible is not to be received as a perma- 
nently divine oracle ; ^* Mental Philo- 
sophy" is to take the place of the Scrip- 
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tures^ and Reason to be man's only light 
and guide! I was so shocked at this 
paper that I did not permit the pamphlet 
in which it appeared to be circulated, as 
other numbers were, among my congre- 
gation. I am aware that some of the Uni- 
tarian ministers strongly objected to this 
paper, and almost quarrelled with the 
editors (three Unitarian ministers) for 
inserting it But why should they take 
alarm? They themselves set up reason 
as the highest standard, and then are 
alarmed and vexed when some of their 
brethren Biake, what they consider, the 
most obvious and natural use of reason. 
The only way in which to shew a con- 
sistent dislike for such sentiments, is to 
renounce the cause of them ; and this I 
humbly hope I have done. I renounce 
Unitarianism as a doctrine based on a 
wrong foundation ; as exclusive of the 
most important truths of revelation ; and 
as dangerous, in its tendency, to . the 
spiritual welfare of man. 

I beg it may be distinctly understood 
that it has been my design, in the fore- 
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going remarks, to give my reasons for 
abandoning the doctrine ; but by no 
means to enter into any controversy on 
the subject. If this little work should 
call forth any antagonist publication, I 
shall not consider myself bound to make 
any replj-, nor will I answer any thing 
which may be said in opposition. My 
reasons are stated plainly, though im- 
perfectly; but I will take my stand on 
the ground which I have already laid 
down. Important duties will soon devolve 
upon me which will require the whole of 
my time and attention ; it would, there- 
fore, be impossible to discharge those 
duties properly, if I should suffer myself 
to be drawn out into the lists of contro« 
versy, by any one who may think proper 
to assail me. 

To conclude. I feel that I am about 
to separate myself from my oldest and 
dearest friends. Such a change as that 
which I have now experienced, must, in 
a great degree, alienate me from the 
affections of many. To have the same 
views and feelings has been considered 
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the essential element of friendship ; but 
I trust and believe that there are some 
among my former associates who will not 
let religious difference suffer my memory 
to die, or cease to regard me in the light 
of a friend. I would fain hope that many 
will deem it desirable to ponder the path 
of their feet : to think more seriously of 
their religious position ; and that it may 
not be impossible, but that what I have 
said may, under the Divine blessing, be 
instrumental in leading many to righteous- 
ness. Those who know me best will be- 
lieve me when I say, that nothing but the 
love of truth, a desire for stronger con- 
victions, a sounder faith and more Chris- 
tian comfort, could induce me to take the 
step which I have taken. There is before 
me, in the choice which I have made of a 
second ministry, a long period of proba- 
tion. I am about to be separated from 
my family. I am aware that [ shall be 
liable to many false imputations, and that 
I shall have many sacrifices to make. 
But all these I hope I can bear, and 
where I most want support may the Lord 
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be gracious to bestow it, for the sake of 
Him who loved us and gave himself for 
us. To my recent congregation I would 
offer an affectionate though painful fare- 
well. May the God of love and mercy 
protect and bless you ; and although we 
are for the present separated, though 
our path diverges into opposite directions, 
may it be in the counsel and design of 
our Heavenly Father that we shall at last 
be united in the regions of eternal joy. 
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